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Key events in Akira Tamura’ s life

Key events affecting Yokohama, Japan and the world

1926
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Born in Tokyo on 25th of July, third son of Mr.
Kotaro and Mrs. Tadako Tamura

1931
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Entered the primary school affiliated with
Aoyama teacher's college

1944
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Graduated from the first Tokyo metropolitan
secondary school

Entered the science course at the old Shizuoka
high school

Passed the second grade of the conscription
test at the age of eighteen

1945
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Ordered to work at factories during the final
period of World War II

The old Shizuoka high school reopened after the
war

Japan’ s defeat in World War Il
Requisition of property by occupation armies all over
Japan

1947
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Tentative graduation from the old Shizuoka high
school

Entered the Department of Architecture at the
University of Tokyo

A period of hyperinflation began because of
excessive investment in heavy industries

1950
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Graduated from the University of Tokyo,
completing a dissertation titled “Evolution of
urban structure of the Tokyo metropolitan area”
under the supervision of assistant professor
Kenzo Tange

Entered the Department of Law at the University:
of Tokyo

Passed the entrance examination for the course
to become a high—ranking official of the central
government

Became an official of the Tourist Planning
Section of the Ministry of Transport, starting the
planning of international tourism to Japan

Korean war began and which led to significant
progress of the Japanese economy as a
consequence

1951
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Studying at the University of Tokyo while
working at the Ministry of Transport, resigning
from the Ministry after one and half years of
experience

San Francisco Peace Conference held

1952
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Sat the annual entrance examinations to enter
several government ministries and passed, but
resigned from each of them within two weeks

San Francisco Peace Treaty enacted, making Japan
independent from the allied forces

1953

IBRIRRAFEPEA R PR R
HHRRRPEFBDBOEI—AAE

Graduated from the University of Tokyos law
course in the Department of Law then entered
the politics course taught by the same
department

1954
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Graduated from the politics course

Became assistant section chief of real estate
section, head office of Nippon Life Insurance
company, Osaka

1960
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Married with Ms. Makiko Saito in a non—church
movement style wedding at the age of thirty
three

Scheme to double incomes of all workers
successfully achieved by Prime Minister lkeda
Metabolism group formed at the initiative of Takashi
Asada, and the “World Design Conference” was held
in Tokyo

Professor Kenzo Tange released his “Tokyo Plan
1960: a superstructure redevelopment project over
the Tokyo Bay” to the public

1961
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Professor Kenzo Tange introduced Tamura to
Takashi Asada, who set up the first planning
office in Japan

Asada accompanied Tamura to the research tour
of Kagawa tourist development plan

Asada set up the first town planning consultancy
office in Japan named the “Environmental
Development Center (EDC)”

1962
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Tamura proposed a vision for new planning and
its method for implementation to Asada entitled
“Formation of appropriate regional planning
organisation”

Tamura joined the “Environmental Development
Center (EDC)” established by Asada in Ginza,
Tokyo

1963
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Tamura commenced working at the EDC

Joined a fifty—three day tour of the Soviet union,
Eastern and Western Europe to study global
cities and architecture

Ichio Asukata, the newly elected socialist mayor of
Yokohama, proclaimed direct democracy for citizens
using the slogan “town planning which makes
everybody love to live in this town”

1964
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EDC directed by Tamura proposed “the Six
Spine Projects” as the structural plan to reform
the city of Yokohama

Tokyo Olympic Games held

Japan became a member state of the OECD and
lioined the advanced countries group

The city council of Yokohama rejected mayor
Asukata's budget plan to hold a ten thousand citizen
direct meeting

The white paper on citizen's lives revealed for the
first time by mayor Asukata




1965
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Yokohama’ s city legislature was briefed on the
proposal for “the Six Spine Projects”, not
relying upon the limited city finances, but on
outside investment

Chinese cultural revolution began

1967
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Masayoshi Narumi, political adviser to mayor
Asukata, visited Tamura to persuade him to join
the city government’ s administration

Ryoukichi Minobe elected as the governor of the
Tokyo metropolitan government being supported by
Asukata

Land owners association formed to accelerate the
development of the Kohoku new town

A basic agreement on the future relocation of the
shipyard between mayor Asukata and president of
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries was signed

1968
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Tamura joined the city government and the
office of Planning and Coordination was set up
for him

A project to underground the planned elevated
motorway was commenced at the request of
mayor Asukata as the first assignment to
Tamura

The Local Development Exaction system that
demanded public obligations by housing
developers was adopted on Tamura's initiative

Newly reformed Town Planning Law enacted by the
Japanese Diet (legislature)

The city of Yokohama and the Tokyu Railways
company reached an agreement for public exactions
surrounding Tokyu's new housing development

1969
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The plan to underground the motorway was
finally accepted by the Ministry of Construction
Negotiation between the city and the Nihon
Steel company to move its steel factories to a
new reclaimed land in a pollution—free
environment commenced

Design committee for public schools established
The relocation project of shipyard owned by the
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries (MHI) was formally
initiated at the request of the city
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Strategic designation of non—urbanised area by
the newly revised Town Planning Law to control
new housing development

Pollution prevention deal reached between the
Nihon Steel company and the city government to

1970| BEBIETHEAME LA B ILIREE M BABEBES (KKR) relocate all the company's facilities into the new Osaka international exhibition held
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proposed to the city by the Environmental
Development Center
Implementation plan of the Kanazawa
reclamation project, which houses small
factories in the inner city with new devices to
prevent pollution, finalised and its timely
HA q:g:t%i?;ﬁ;%b%ﬂ%t?gﬁfﬁm construction on the site began
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Establishment of the city—affiliated
redevelopment corporation on the east side of
Yokohama station as a vanguard of the MM21
development
Opening of the first citizen's forest, whereby the
owner and the city made a deal to preserve the
forest as open to the public with the incentive
that no land tax would be payable
— Adoption of the Yamate landscape control
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Bluff where an old foreigner enclave was
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) i EAIER fas Enactment of special zoning code restricting Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka was announced
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volume of residential use in the commercial and
business districts

Appointment of urban designers within the
bureau[TG: Which bureau? The planning and
coordination bureau?]

Opening of the first city subway system and the
Odori Park

1973
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Finalization of the Kohoku new town basic plan
as one of the Six Spine Projects

Qil crisis, Japan's super—high rate of economic
growth ended

1975
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Urban waterfront redevelopment plan covering
the MHI shipyard and the Japan railway freight
yard finalised by the staff of the Planning and
Coordination Bureau and Otaka Architecture
Office

Urban design staff successfully implemented
their design control measures in the area of
Yamashita Park street

1976
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MHI signed a tentative contract with the city to
relocate their shipyard to the Kanazawa
reclaimed land with a cancellation provision




1977
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Establishment of Yokohama stadium company
through investment from citizens running the
professional baseball stadium

Implementation of legal procedure for the town
planning decision[TG: Not that clear what is
meant by this] for the construction of Yokohama
Bay Bridge as one of the Six Spine Projects

1978

MEZHBTEMNMEREMABERZHD2E
FERTER
BARERSLYEAMPIFSEMEETICS
1+ 5E AT ELE B - MM ZRAIE~ DR AR
BIZEETCERERNRE
AZVBEKYNITIFBHIRE—T S REK
RRAPTEEHEN. RRAXFEIZHE
BHURICHIT
TERERHREENNBEEDHIHIT

REBA—HHRRELEFMSZRERICHE
TEAEEBREOMEE—A TR AR

Agreement to postpone the tentative contract
to relocate the shipyard of MHI for two years
because of the unstable economic environment
The Architecture Institute of Japan bestowed
the prize of accomplishment to the Planning and
Coordination Bureau of Yokohama represented
by Tamura so as to commemorate the series of
town planning activities in Yokohama as an
integrated manner of creating rich urban space
Formal request to formulate the master plan for
Baghdad city, Iraq, utilising the know—how of
Yokohama

Appointed as a lecturer of Tokyo University and
as visiting professor of Waseda University
Displacement of director of Planning and
Coordination Bureau and relegation to the post
of superintendent of physical planners

Mayor Asukata resigned and became the leader of
the Japan Socialist Party

Michikazu Saigo, ex—assistant Minister of Home
Affairs, elected as the mayor to succeed Asukata

1979
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Margaret Thatcher, who campaigned for smaller
government, formed the first conservative
administration in Britain

The city commissioned the urban waterfront
integrated development plan by the Yasojima
committee to accelerate its MM21 development

1980
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A voluntary study group was formed by young
city workers to learn from Tamura named
“Yokohama Machi-making study group”
Received Ph.D. from the University of Tokyo
publishing a dissertation entitled “An integrated
study regarding the process of adoption of land
development exaction systems and its influence
towards improvement of the basic urban
environment”

Commencement of construction of Yokohama
bay bridge

Iran vs. Iraq war began, causing the request to
formulate the town planning plan of Baghdad was
postponed

Finally the city and MHI reached an agreement to
relocate MHI's shipyard and redevelop the site

1981
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A paper titled “Port city of Yokohama, its
historical development process” was published
by the Planning and Coordination bureau to
reflect the history of Yokohama and its town
planning activities

Tamura left the city administration and became
a law professor at the University of Hosei
Yokohama archive of Edo and Meiji history
opened on the old site of former British
consulate

Reagan administration in the USA implemented
policy of new conservatism

1982
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Nakasone administration in Japan started new
conservatism

Abolition of the Planning and Coordination Bureau,
and division into the Planning and Financial Bureau
and Town Planning Bureau
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“The making of Yokohama city” published by
Chuko Shinsho to explain the rationale and

Administrative reform council of the central
government decided to follow an economic policy of

1983 (2 D0, EDER D i = B8 N N Lo privatisation, leading to the rapid increase of land
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Construction of reclamation MM21 started
Participated in the organisation of the “Local
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Construction, was elected as Yokohama' s new
mayor

1991
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Tamura had travelled to around 134 countries
and regions by this time

Yokohama's special zoning code to restrict
residential use repealed in response to pressure of
central government
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USA demanded that Japan open its market,

1993 =4 foy - deregulate legal measures, and transform its market
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due to economic recession

2000
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Tamura became the first urban planner to be
bestowed the Grand Prize from the AlJ for his
“Rationale of town making and its
implementation”
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Koizumi administration proclaimed new central
government policy of privatisation, localisation, and
radical reform to follow

2002
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“Modern machi-making voluntary society” set
up in Tokyo to learn from Tamura

Hiroshi Nakata, educated at the Matsushita Politics
Society run by the Panasonic corporation, elected
as the mayor

2004
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Abolition of the LDE system and its transformation
into a new by—law without a public obligation

2006
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“Akira Tamura's War: Towards the Citizen's
Government” published by Gakugei Publishing
Co.

2008 J—3iay o ROERIEH (R RE TR Global financial crisis occurs
2009 th Eﬁ@{iﬁﬂiﬁqlﬂﬁiﬁlﬂ M FH RS After Nakata's abrupt and scandalous resignation,
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Fumiko Hayashi elected as Yokohama’ s mayor

2010
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On the 25th of January, Tamura passed away at
his age of eighty three years old, under the care
of his wife Makiko in Izu




